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methods, had hoped that from the Constituent Assembly
would emerge a happy amalgam of all the revolutionary
parties of Russia, were appalled at this act of flagrant
dictatorship, and hastily revised their opinions of the
Revolution. Immediately there occurred a recrudescence
of the legend that Lenin and Trotsky were German agents
and that the Soviet regime was " in cahoots " with the
German General Staff. In view of the passages between
Trotsky and Hoffmann at Brest this is not without humour.
Even in Germany there were persistent rumours among the
Majority Socialists that the Bolsheviks had been bought
by the German Government, and that all which had
happened at the peace conference was merely a well-played
farce with the roles allotted in advance. Eduard Bernstein,
the Reichstag Deputy, writing in Maxim Gorky's Novaya
Zhizn on January 24, declared that in German military
circles the success of the Brest-Litovsk negotiations was
openly ascribed to the fact that all whom it had been
necessary to " oil" had been " oiled". The personal
honesty of Lenin and Trotsky was not in question,
Bernstein averred, but it was believed that, having taken
German gold at the time of Lenin's return to Russia, they
had " become slaves of this heedless step "-1

It was with the laying of this ghost, finally and forever,
that Trotsky was concerned as he plunged into the party
discussions after his arrival on January 20. Cost what it
might, he was convinced that before the signing of the
peace the proletariat of Europe should be given some signal
proof of the fundamental enmity which existed between
Soviet Russia and Imperial Germany. From this conviction

1 Trotsky, Lenin, p. 131; Bunyan and Fisher, p. 508. Kerensky de-
clares that he was informed by Bernstein of his post-war investigations
into the Lenin-Ludendorff alliance, to which he was forced to make an
end under the personal pressure of President Ebert and other high
officials of the Reich " in the name of the highest national reasons ". See
The Crucifixion of Liberty, p. 288.